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LGENDA ITEM 7 - CONSIDERATION OF A DRAFT INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR WIE G iFDTY
OF LIFE LT SEA, 1974 (SOLAS/COMF/D/3; SOLAS/CONF/D/: ond Corr.ls
SOLAS/CONF/D/4/Add.1; SOLAS/CONF/D/5 and Corr.l;
SOLAS/CONF/D/5/Add, 13 SOLAS/CONF/D/8; SOLAS/CONF/D/12;

SOLAS/CONF/C, 2/9) (continued

Choptoxs I and V (SOLLS/CONF/D/3, SOLAS/CONF/D/8)

Mr, MOIAN (India) referred to Regulations 7, 8 ond 9 of Chapter I
(SOLLS/CONF/D/3) and Regulation 12 of Chaptor V (SOLAS/CONF/D/8). lis delegation
vished to point out that rodaxr, gyro-conpass, echo-sounding and radio
direction-finding equipnent, although desirable on boerd ships in the interests
of safety, were nerely oids to navigationy facilities for the nmadntenonce of
svch equipnent were likely to be a problen for developing countries, including
his own, for a long tine., Those countries would therefore find it very
difficult to undertake the surveys provided for in Regulations 7, 8 and 9,

In that connexion, the wording of Regulation 12(e) of Chapter V indicated that
nalfunction of equipment of thot kind did not make o ship unseoworthy, Iis
delegetion therefore opposed mandatory surveys for such equipment and suggested
thot any provisions concerning its inspection and maintenance should be

rocomnendatory.
Chaptor IT-1 (SOLAS/CONF/D/:, SOLAS/CONF/D/4/Corw,1, SOLAS/CONF/D/./Ldd,1)

Mr, ERIKSSON (Sweden), Chairnan of Committee II, introduced drafi
Chapter II-1 prepared by Comnittoe II and the Drafiing Commititee, Thore woy o
nistoke in SOLAS/CONF/D/.., poragraph 3, concerning Regulation 25: the reference
to "Chapter II bis" should read "Chapter II-2",

The PRESIDENT suggestod that, since there were no objections, the Conforenceo
adopt draft Chapter II-1 subject to that correction,

Chaptor TT-1 (SOLAS/CONF/D/4, SOLAS/CONF/D/4/Corr,1 and
SOLL.S/CONF/D/4/Add,1), a8 corrected, was adopted,

lr, UNKIES (fustralic), Chairman of the Drafting Cormittee, reforring to
the decigion by Cormxttee IT 4o continuce the uge of both Dritish and metric
units (SOLAS/CONF/D/4/Corr,l), requested the Conference to decide whether it
wished to adopt a sinilar decision for each Chapter of the Convention, or to
extend the docision concerming Chapter II-1 to all the other Chapters,
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The PRESIDENT sugpestoed that, to simplify notters, tho Conforonoo night
docide that the wording on measurenent unite prepared by Committoe 1T
(S0LAS/CONF/D/4/Corr,1) would be ropeated in all the /Annexes to .the 1974 Convention,
ond thet the Seowetariat should Le asked to nnke the necessary corxrrections,

It was so decided.

Chapter II-2 (SOLAS/CONF/D/5, SOLAS/CONF/D/S/Corz.l, SOLAS/GONF/D/S/Add.l,
soms/com*/c 2/9) ;

. ERIKSSON (&:eden), Chairman of Committes II, reviewed. the solient
poin'bs of the Committee‘a disousgion on Chapter IT«2 as described :Ln ite Repoxrt
to the Conference (SGIJJS/CONI‘/C 2/9, paregraphs 5-9): the prohibition of tho
uge of gtean as a fire—ex:tinauishing mediun except in certoin special cascs;
the doletion of provisions relabing to tonmnage openinga; nore flexiblo
requirenents with regard to fire protection systems, as proposed Ly Chinag
the possible deletion of Re@ulaﬁioh 383 and vorious proposals concerning fire
sofety meosures for tonkors, The Committee had decided that tho proposala vhich
it had not approved night be conoidered later under the new anenduonk procedures,

Mr, MMIAN [India), referring to Regulation 55(d4), said that in his country
it had proved pexfectly sctisfoctory for many years to free the wing tanks of
ore~bulk-0il corriers of oil only'as for as was practicable, since some thick -
sludge ot the botton was vory difficult to remove, and then to gas-free them,
Iis delogation therefore considered thot Regulation 55(d) should e enmended to
;eq@; "Coubination corriers shall not carry solid cargoes, unless oll cargo
tonks are empty of oil and sludge o8 far cs procticable and gue freed or unless
in each cose the Adninistrotion is sotisfied with the arrangonents provided,"

Moreover, India took the view thot Regulation 60(a) should apply only to.
very large crude carriors and very lorge tankers of 200,000 netric tons decdwelght

ond over, because of the cost of installing the preacribed inert ges wysten,
the expenne and difficulty of itse maintena.nce, including the lack of suitable
after-noles service and spare parts facili'bies, and the difficulty ond cest of
'b:minin@ the necessory operntoxs,

M, UNKIZS (Australia) proposed the deletion of the corma betweon the word
"pmaengers“ ond "ond orew" in Regulation 3, noew paragraph (v)
(soris/CONF/D/5, paragroaph 11), so as.to avoid any distinction botwoon passongers!

and crowat! effecta,

It was oo decided,

Chapter II~-2 (SOLAS/CONF/D/5, SOLAS/CCNF//S5/Corr,l and SOLAS/CONT/D/5/hdd,1)

a8 ononded, was odopted.
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Appendix (SOLAS/CONF/D/12)

ihe Jdppendix {OC0LA

AGENDA ITEM 8 - ADOPTION OF TUE FINAL ACT OF THE CONFERENCE (SOLAS/CONF/D/1)

Mr, MANCINELLY (Argentina) said that, in parographs 11, 12 and 13 of the
Spontsh version, the word "doouments" should be replaced by the word "agregndo”,

The FRESIDENT wequested the lixecutive Secretary to have that nmendment
incorporated in the Sponish version of the Final Act,
w2 S;J_A. l_l Q.

AGENDA ITEM 7 = CONSIDERATION OF A DRAFT INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR TIE SAFETY
OF LIFE AT SEA, 1974 (SOLAS/CONF/D/2 and Coxr,l, SOLAS/CONF/D/3,

SOLAS/CONF/C, 2/9) (resuned)

The det (SO (410)

Axticles '
Mr, LONGE (Nigeric), Cholrman of Committee I, said that the Committee had

decided to delete Axticle VI, oconcerning suspension in case of war, and
Axticle XIII, on territories, and consequently to delete the reference to
torritories in Article II. In addition, the Committee hed voted not to include

provisicns on reservations in Chapter I,

1ole XIIT (SOLAS/CCUT/D/2) and Resulation 2(d) of Chapter I (SOLAS/CONF/D/3) -

The PRESIDENT suggestod thaot the Confexrence should first settle the
quention of territories, so that the oconsideration of all the Annexes could be

concluded,

Mr, JACQUIER (France) said that his delegation had pointed out in
Comnittee I that, in prosent ciroumstances, parts of Article XIII were atill
useful to some countries, Iowever, his delegation was aware that there was o
najority in favour of deleting thet Article, and it would not reoquest a vote on

the natter; 1t nevertheless wished to point out that, if Article XIII was
doloted, every reference to toxritories elsewhere in the Convention ot also

be deleted, and partioculoxly the reference in Regulation 2(d) of Chapter I
(501.A8/CONF/D/3, parngraph 2),
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Mv, UERNANDEZ ARMAS (Cubo) attochod the greantest importance to the deletion
of tho second part of Nequlation 2(d) which refoxrred to territories; that
delotion would simply bo consequontial on the deletion of Axticlo XIII, In
addition, he proposed thet the first part of the parograph should Lo anmonded to
rend: "An intemational voyoge neans o voynge corried out by o vessel flying
the flag of a Contracting Government fron the port of one country to o port
outside that country". The prosont definition of an intornmational voyage tock

no asccount of the question of the flag or of voynges between non-Contracting
countries, '

Mr. MAUL (Germon Democratic Republic) supported the Cuban proposal,

Mr, UNKIES (Austrolic), Chairmon of the Drafting Committec, said thaet in
the Drafting Corndttoets viow, the intontion of the necond paxt of Rogulation 2(a)

wop and alwoyo had been covered by the firot part of the parngreph; that wao
o regordless of whethor fxticle XITI woe deleted, It would therefore be best

to dolcte the second paxrt of tho paragraph,

Mr, IDEMA (United Republic of Tanzania) supported the Fronch view that all
roforcnces in the Convontion to territories would have to be doleted if
Article XIII wes deletod.

The PRESIDENT sugpestod thoat the Conforence should vote on tho wording
proposed by the Cuban dologation for the first part of Regulation 2(d),

Mr, QUARTEY (Ghana) thought it unnccespary te change the first part of tho
parograph 1f the neaning of thoe second part wao covercd by the firet pext, ao
the Chairnan of the Drafting Committee had indicated,

The_Cuban proposcal wag rejccted by 21 votes to 3, with 32 obstentions.

The PRESIDENT put to tho vote the French sugpestion thot the woraa in
gquare brackots in Repulotion 2(d)(SOLAS/CONF/D/3) should be deleted,

The Fronch suprestion was odopted by 48 votos to none, with 7 abstentions.
Rormlation 2 (SOLLS/CONF/D/3) wag adopted. o

Iir, IERNANDEZ ARMAS (Cuba) wished to make it olear that originally, in
Cormittee I, the anendnont just adopted had boeen proposod by delegotions other
than the French delegotion, including his own.
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Mr, JACQUIER (Franoce) sald that his dolegation laid no olain to tho proposal,
gince it stommed from the proposal in Commitiee I by other delegations to
delote fLrticlo XIII, '

Mr. LONGE (Nigeria), Chairman of Cormittee I, said that hic Comltteo hod
egroed that deloting lrtiele XTIT would almo moan deleting the seocond poxt of
Rogulation 2(d) of Chapter I, The doubts expressed at that time by sone
delogntions should be rosolvod by the oxplanation given by the Chairmon of the '
Drafting Comnittee that the purposc of the second part of the poragraph wecs in
foot covored by the first poxt,

Mr, IVATA (Japan) soid that in that cose he would like it explicitly placed
on rocord that the deletion of the second part of Regulation 2(d) of Chapter I
in no woy changed the weoning of the dofinition of an "international voyago.

Mr. IERNANDEZ ARMAS (Cuba) opposed that interpretation, which would be
tantamount to retoining the second part of paragraph (d) and would conflict
vith the docision of Committee I to delete Article XIII,

Tho PRESIDENT sadid thet the Conterence nerely hod to spell out the fact
that deletion of the sccond paxt of the Iﬁaragraph did not change the neaning
of the first part. That point would appear in the swmory recoxd,

lle invited the Conforence to toke a decision on the deletion of Article XIII
of the 1960 Convention, as proposed by Committee I,

It wos decided to delete fxticle XIIT of the 1960 Convention.

Articloes I-V (SOLAS/CONF/D/2)
Mr., LONGE (Nigeric), Chairman of Coomittec I, said that Lrticles I to V had
pooed no problems for the Conmittoo, which had morely decided to dolote the

refoxonce to torritorics in lxticlo II,
fxticlep T to V (SOLLS/CONF/D/2) wore adopted.
lxticles VI end VII (SOLLS/CONF/D/2)

Ir, LONGE (Nigorin), Chairmon of Committee I, said that Article VI of the
1960 Convention did not appoar in the draft bocouse the Committeo recommended

ito doleotion,

It wos docided to delete Axbicle VI of the 1960 Convention,




-7 - SOLAS/CONF/Su0 5

Mr. LONGE (Nigerin), Chairman of Cormittee I, said that draft Artiocles VI
and VII of the 1974 Convention had aroused no sontroversy in the Cormitise,

Articlos VI and VII (SOLAS/CONF/D/2) were adovted.
Article VIIT (SOLAS/CONF/D/2 and Corr.l, SOLAS/CONF/C,2/9)

Mr, LONGE (Nigeria), Chalrman of Cormittee I, soid that tho proposed text
of Article VIII was the rosult of detailed study by the Committco. The only
quostion was whether it was necessary to include sub-porsgraph (ii) of
} wagraph (d).

Mr, JACQUIER (France) sadd that before considering draft Artlcle VIII,
dooling with amendnments, it night be best to decide whether the Convention
should contain o clause on reservotions. France opposed the inclusion of o
reservotions clause; bLut other dolegntione had nade proposals In thot rogerd,
and consideration of tho guestion wos connected with considoration of the

onendnont. procedure,

The PRESIDENT said that Committco I had decided against the inclusion of
on Article on reservations, but that Cornmittee IT would favour it with reaspoct
to tho technical Ammex, excopt for Chapter I. ‘

Mr, ERIKSSON (Swedon), Chairman of Committee II, reviewed the arguments

put forward in his Cormittee (SOLAS/CONF/C.2/9, paragraphs 16-20) for and
agoainot an Article prohibiting reservotions to the technical provisions of the

Convontion,

Mr, JACQUIER (Fro.nce) thought that 1f any delegation intended proposing o
rogervations article, that frticle should be considered before draft
Article VIII, which concerned ancndments,

Mr, SEKYI (Ghana) pointed out that Committee I, which had been responsible

for considering the Articles, had decided against the inclusion of a
rogoxvotions clouse, The Conference must first decide whether it wished to

olter that decision,
The PRESIDENT eaid that Cormittee IT had been concernmed only with
reservotions to the tochnical provisions, which were ihe port of the Convention

it had been responsible for exorining, T 2
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Ifr, MORALES ACOSTA (Mexico) favoured the prohibition of reservations to
the technical provisions, oxcept for Chapter I, but not to the prohibition of

rosorvotions to the irticloes,

The PRESIDENT suggested that the Conference firet decide whether the
question of rooservations should be considered before draft Article VIII.

Mr. GIAFFAR (Pakiston) proposed that the matter be put to the vote.

Mr, SEKYI (Ghana) aslced whether the prohibition on xeservations would
opply to the entire Convontion, ‘

v, JLCQUIER (France) said that the decision of Cormittee I not to ineludo a
reservations Article applied to the whole of the Convention., Ie beliocved,
hovever, that the prohibition of reservations which wos desired by some delegutions
would apply only to rescrvations to the immex, except for Chaptor I.

ir, TARDANA (Indonesia) supported tho deciscion of Committce I, It would

cnoble any State to entor reservations with rogaord to any port of the Convontion
that night bYe inconpotible with its interests or sovereignty, in confornity

vith the Viemuo Convention on thie Law of Treaties,

. YAFAT (Democratic Yemen) pointed out that the Secretariat, in roply
to Cormittioc I, had indicoted that none of the reservations formloted with
vegpect to the 1960 Convention applied to the technical provisions. To prohibit
voroxvations of that kind in the new Convention therefore seened unjustifiable.
llorcover, vinco most States wers very jenlouws of their sovereimmty, such o
prohibition rdght hinder tho ratification of the Convention,

Ile proposed that the Conference take the vote called for Ly Ialkdatan,

Mr, SUNG CHOII-KUANG (China) arcued thot internotional conventions rust
respect the sovoreimty of States, and that every governoent must hove the right
to onter regorvations, Conmittec I had slready diccussed the question in
dopth ond had decided that the Convention should not contain o resoxrvations
claupe, Iis dologntlion apxreed with the Ghanolon delogation that a recervation
to the Convention meont o reservation to the whole text, including the Lxticlos,
Ile pupported fho_ Pakistan proposal and thought it winecessary to ¢o Lack on
the decision token by Corxdttee I,
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M, LRCIER (UK), spoaking on & point of order, obsexved thet the two
provious speakexn, instead of saying whether or not the question of xoescrvotions
should beo considered ot tho present neeting, had nlready opencd a dobato on
roservations by discuszing whether reservolions should apply to the Lrtiolon
of the Convention, Iis delegntion therefore wished to make o ata."tement.

The PRESIDENT, in reply to & question from Mr, SEKYI (Ghona), said that if
the Conference decided to include in the Convention a clause on the prohibition
of reservations, the prohibition would apply only to reservations to tho
technlcal provisiona in the Amnex, It appeared that the Conferonce wag ready to

discuos the gubstance of the natter immodiotely,

Mr, ARCIER (UK) regrotted having to re-open the debate on o point already
covered Ty Comnittee I, The Chalrman of the Cormittee had descriled the
circungtances in which the Cormittee hod voted ogninst the inclusion of o
roservations clause, Ilg delegntion favoured a clouse prohibiting cll
regexrvationsy but in o opirit of compromise, it was prepered to ogree that the
proliibition of reservations should apply to Chapters II and subsequent Chaptors,
i.0, to the technical aspecto of the Convention, :

In any diplomatic conferénce, governnents had to abide Ly rules in ordor
to avoid the risk of nisundorstandings, In intermational law, the Viennn
Convention on the Law of Treatios provided that, in the absence of o rosorvotions

clause in o treaty, roscrvations could Lo ontored unless they wore incorpatible

vith the object ond purpose of tho treaty., ILegolly, thercfore, and clso fron

the proctical standpoint, an Lrticle on reservations should be included, in
oxrder to avoid difficultico, Such an Artlcle had beon included in tho
1973 International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, which

oo o very good precedent, Ilis delegntion was prepared to submit the text of

on Lrticle if tho Conference oo desired.

lr, OZARAR (Turkey) supported the proposal of Pokiotan and Demooratic Yemen,

Mr, COOPER (Liberia) said that his delegdtion had proposed that the
Cormittee should include on Article prohiblting rescrvations to the toechnical
provisions of the Convention, Iaving heard the argunents of the United Xingdon
ropresentotive, he would nerely add that if no Article prohibiting rescrvations
wag inciuded, the Safety Cortificntes issued under the Conven-biton, cgrbifyin{;
that tho ship net the requircments of the Regulations annexed to the Convention,
would in fact be invalidatoed, Internotional friction would result and tine and

ooney would De wasted, That was undesirable,
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Mr, LAMPE (Federal Republic of Germany) supported the views of tho
United Kingdon and Iiberian ropresentatives,

Mr, MITROPOULOS (Greece) endorsed the view of the United Kingdom
ropresentative, Ie hoped that the Awrticle which the lattor had suggestoed

oubnitting to the Conference would soon be available.

Mr, JACQUIER (Franco) said thot the Vienna Convention on the Taw of Treaties
authorized a State signatory to o treaty to onter reservations unless they were
inconpatible with the ain of the treaty. The question was therofore whether
the Convention for the Safety of ILdfe at Sea ocould give rise to reservotions,

It was inoconcelvable that reservoilons would be formulated to the. Convention

on tho Intormationnl Regulations for Preventing Collisions at sea, yet that
inptrunent contained no reservotione clause. In the case of the Convention for
tho Safety of Life at Sen, it was not certain that the technical provisions might
not give rise to reservations, Furthermore, since the awmendnent procedure |
allowed o Stato to reject an anendnment, there wos no reason why o State should
not Lo able to enter reservotions,

However, tne prohibition of all reservations might nake the ratification
of the Convention more difficult, Ilis delegation therefore proposed that there
chould Lo no reservations Article and that the question should be put to the vote,

Mr, IWATA (Jopan) supported the view of the delegations of the United Kingdon,
Iiberia, the Jederol Republic of Germany ond Greece thot no reservations chould
be pernitted to the Annexes to tho Convention, Ilo believed that, as. for as the
safety of life at gea was concerned, thore should be equal trentment, naneoly
equal safoty conditions, for all, An Article prohibiting any rescrvation
concexning the technical appects of the Convention should therefore bo included.

Mr, SALVESEN (Norway) agreed thit ruoorvations with respeet to the technicol
napocto of the Convention should not ¢ purnitted.

Ifr. SEKYI (Ghana) agreed with the French representative thot it was unneocessoxy

to include a reservations clause, Contracting States rmust renlize their

responodbilitics and obsorve the Loasic rules laid down by the Convention.

Mr, PORSYTH (Peru) and Mr, IMEMA (United Republic of Tanzania) seid that,
having hoord the persuasive arguments of the French delegation, supported Uy
the delegation of Ghana, they were firmly convinced thot there should be no

rogorvations clouse in tho Convoention,
The neet roge ot 12,30 p.n0.





